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Presidential Visits 


During the early years of the Baptist World 
Alliance, little stress was placed upon extended 
tours of presidents and secretaries. The first con- 
cern of the men who formed the Alliance during 
the first BWA Congress at London in 1905 was to 
provide an organization that could take care of 
future congresses. 

The fact that the first two presidents, John 
Clifford (1905-11) and Robert Stuart MacArthur 
(1911-23), were well advanced in years helps to 
explain the modest travel program undertaken. 
World War I also discouraged travel during Mac- 
Arthur’s presidency. 

The third president, Edgar Y. Mullins (1923- 
28), is still remembered throughout Europe from 
his extended visits, launched in 1926 in connection 
with a series of regional conferences. The man 
who engineered this venture was J. H. Rush- 
brooke, who became Eastern secretary of the 
Alliance in 1924. From 1920 on he had traveled 
widely as Baptist Commissioner for Europe and 
gained a very strong sense of the value of per- 
sonal contact. In 1928 Rushbrooke became the 
first general secretary of the Alliance, and served 
until 1939. The presidents of these eleven years, 
John McNeill (1928-34) and George W. Truett 
(1934-39) together with Rushbrooke himself, un- 
dertook worldwide tours of great importance to 
our international fellowship. 

The outbreak of World War II practically 
blocked the travel plans of the sixth president, 
Rushbrooke (1939-47), but the seventh, C. Oscar 
Johnson (1947-50), was able to travel extensively 
in Europe during his short term of office. This 
year, as past president, he is spending several 
months in Australia. 

The eighth president, F. Townley Lord (1950- 
59), gave more time to presidential visits than 
any president before him, and not only Europe 

{and North America but also Latin America and 
Australasia were the goals of his strenuous 
i ourneys. 

The new president, Theodore F. Adams, who 

has already visited the Soviet Union, Puerto Rico, 


. | Haiti and Jamaica, starts on a seven-weeks’ round- 
| the-world trip this month, concentrating on East 
Asia. In 1957 his journeys will probably take him 
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to Africa. In 1958 he plans to spend consider- 
able time in Europe. In 1959 he hopes to pay an 
extended visit to South America. 

We solicit the prayers of all our readers for the 
health and safety of Dr. Adams. Pray likewise 
that he may everywhere bring with him a fulness 
of the blessing of Christ. A.T.O. 


Russian Baptists Complete Tour of America 


After a strenuous month of travel, President 
Zhidkov and his four associates took off from New 
York for Moscow June 18. The following cable- 
gram was received from them by Secretary Ohrn, 
by each of the two escorts on the tour, and each 
of the Americans who visited Russian Baptists 
last August: 

“We have returned home safely and brought 
with us the best impressions. We thank you very 
much for the love and care of us. We shall never 
forget what you have done for us. Greetings to 
all our friends.” 

Five signatures were added. This was the first 
Russian Baptist delegation to have the oppor- 
tunity to visit American Baptist churches and con- 
ventions for a full thirty days. In 1911 a group 
of Baptists came from Russia to attend the second 
BWA Congress, but as soon as the congress ad- 
journed they left Philadelphia for Moscow. In 
1928 another group of Baptists from Russia passed 
through the eastern United States en route from 
Toronto to Moscow following the fourth BWA 
Congress. Neither of those groups of Baptists 
made a tour of the country, or visited fellow 
Baptists in the U.S.A. 

The five representatives of the body of Chris- 
tians in the U.S.S.R. known officially since 1944 
as the All-Union Evangelical Christian Baptists 
Council visited America at the invitation of the 
major Baptist bodies of the United States. The 
Russians were returning the visit of four American 
Baptists to their country in August, 1955. 

Fellowship of kindred minds and hearts is a 
basic belief with Baptists, but fellowship is pos- 
sible only among those who know each other. By 
visiting and sharing experiences, we get ac- 
quainted. This is the reason for the exchange of 
visits since the Jubilee Congress in London. 

The Baptists of the U.S.S.R. came to the United 








States with warm and sincere greetings from many 
thousands of our fellow believers in Russia. They 
were able to tell how the Baptist denomination 
was started in Russia nearly ninety years ago, how 
in spite of all the difficulties they have grown to 
more than 5,400 churches with 520,000 church 
members, and how they foster church life. Their 
places of worship are for the most part simple 
halls or farm houses, too small to accommodate all 
the worshipers. The Baptist Church of Moscow 
is more than 4,000 members strong. It has no 
“inactive” or “non-resident” church roll. The 
seating capacity of its chapel is about 1,000; at 
least 2,000 worship there regularly. The popula- 
tion of Moscow is over seven million but the city 
has only one Baptist church. 

The Baptists in the U.S.S.R. do not have Sunday 
schools or organized young people’s work. They 
know nothing of the laymen’s Christian movement, 
nor have they any idea of organized church women. 
But they have an apostolic zeal and devotion to 
win souls for Christ, and it is undeniably true that 
in Russia “every Baptist is a missionary.” They 
believe in and practice personal evangelism by 
witnessing and testimony. 

During their thirty days in the United States, 
the visitors were able to see Baptist churches in 
their full-speed activity, Sunday schools graded 
down to a year and a month, young people’s train- 
ing groups, laymen’s meetings, women’s partici- 
pation in church life. They saw vast assemblies 
of Baptists in annual convention in Kansas City 
and Seattle. They heard good evangelistic preach- 
ing from the best ministers, evangelists, and lay- 
men, and they heard excellent choirs. They were 
permitted to see our public schools and universi- 
ties, our Baptist colleges and seminaries. They 
saw how hundreds of tons of Christian literature 
are produced and distributed. 

They were astonished to see factories and oil 
wells unguarded. They showed appreciation of 
fine homes and modern technological advancement. 
Above all, they met the American people from 
all walks of life. Everywhere they went, they 
encountered friendliness, courtesy, and true Chris- 
tian hospitality. At every press conference, they 
were asked: “What has impressed you most?” It 
was obviously not easy for them to single. out one 
particular thing—every step was a miracle, a 
revelation, a unique experience. But the unfail- 
ing cheerfulness and the overt friendliness of the 
people impressed the Russian Baptists deeply. 

Their visit was a great experience for those 
from such an entirely different background. They 
saw for themselves that Christianity is very much 
alive in the West. 

Apotrs KLAUPIKS 


Dr. V. E. Devadutt, formerly of Serampore Col- 
lege, India, will join the faculty of Colgate-Roch- 
ester Divinity School, New York, in September. 


[2] 
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Baptist presidents photographed in Kansas City 
at the Southern Baptist Convention in June in- 
cluded: (Seated) BWA President Theodore Fj 
Adams and the Rev. Jakov Zhidkov of Moscow;| © 
(standing) Frank Nelson of the American Baptist 
Convention, who retired upon the election of his v 
successor at Seattle in mid-June, and Dr. C. C, ~ 
Warren of the Southern Baptist Convention, who 
was re-elected. 


Secretary Denny Visits Summer Assemblies 


The BWA youth secretary participated in the B 
30th annual Baptist Student Retreat, Ridgecrest, 
North Carolina, June 7-13. Dr. G. Kearnie Keegan, , 
secretary of the Department of Student Work ané] th 
a member of the BWA Youth Committee, was re} f; 


sponsible for the retreat. In attendance was 4] w 
former member of the Youth Committee, Ronald] tr 
Bell of England, who shared with the BWA rep} & 
resentative the subject, “Our Common Purpose.’} th 
Since the days of the late Dr. Frank H. Leavell! o 
Ridgecrest has been an international assembly.) x 
One phase of it, sponsored by the Foreign Mission} th 
Board and the Student Department in conjunction 
with the local and state B.S.U.’s, is the bringing} ¢ 
of overseas guests to Ridgecrest. Special classes} m 
are held for the overseas foreign students under} d 
the guidance of Miss Jane Ray Bean of the Stu} a 
dent Department. This year it included an inter} it 
pretation of the Christian religion. Part of the| a 






















dgecrest mission offering was designated for 
Baptist Youth Conference to be held at Hong 
August 20-26. 
other international aspect of the program 
a message by Secretary Baker James Cauthen 
fi Foreign Mission Board on the subject, 
mmething Worth Sharing.” Dr. Frank Laubach, 
| age literacy expert, spoke on the subject, 
at They May Know.” Testimonies by mission 
eg and a message, “Sharing in God’s 
urpose” by Missionary Roy Wyatt of Spain 
atended the international emphasis of a well- 
palanced program. 
)After the Ridgecrest assembly the youth sec- 
felary went to Green Lake, Wisconsin, for the 
hmerican Baptist older youth and senior high 
wnferences. These meetings were under the 
guidance of Dr. Forrest Fordham and Miss Joyce 
Parr, both members of the BWA Youth Commit- 
jee. Part of the mission offering at Green Lake 
was designated for the purchase of an Austrian 
Baptist assembly grounds. Oral reports on the 
Baptist World Congress, as well as pictures, and 
ilook ahead for young Baptists by the youth 
cretary were featured. Such speakers as Dr. 
George Hill, Dr. Roland Turnbull, and Mr. Harold 
Stassen, the President’s adviser on disarmament, 
fave the program world outreach. 
‘It was interesting to see many young people 
fom the American Baptist Convention at’ the 
Southern assembly grounds and many from the 
“. {Southern Convention at the northern assembly 
grounds. Both groups are making plans to be 
mi represented at the Fifth Baptist Youth World 
Conference in Toronto the first week of July, 1958. 
| Both are pointing to Rio in 1960 for the 10th 
World Congress there. R.S.D. 


Africa 


Baptist Missionary Appeals to Mau Mau 


jt is 


American magazine Time for June 4 published 
‘}a two-column photograph and a news story in 
the Religion section on the work of William and 
‘| Edith Devitt, American-born Baptist missionaries 
4] with the African Inland Mission in Kikuyu coun- 
try. For 25 years they have directed the mission’s 
‘| 80 schools for children in the Rift Valley. When 
- | the Mau Mau revolt began in 1952, the missionary 
organized the Kikuyu to protect themselves, an 
act which caused the Mau Mau to put him on 
their murder list. 

The revolt has been brought partially under 
control, but one gang, still hiding out in the 
mountains, threatened trouble. Missionary Devitt 
decided to appeal to them directly, through port- 
u-} able sound equipment, to surrender to the author- 
| ities. He went into the mountains unarmed, and 
| at great personal risk announced that those who 
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surrendered would be given good treatment. There 
was no response. After he returned to town, two 
terrorists ran into the town and gave up, report- 
ing others wanted to come but were held by their 
leaders. 


Asia 


“On to Hong Kong!” 


In the interest of the Baptist Youth Conference 
in Hong Kong, August 20-26, travel scholarship 
funds contributed or pledged in the United States 
now total $8,500. Added to the gifts from the 
churches and conventions, associations and in- 
dividuals in the Orient, this will permit the attend- 
ance of at least 80 young Baptists and leaders 
from outside the British Crown Colony. Some 
national Baptist bodies can pay all the expenses 
of their delegations to this conference; others con- 
tribute to the travel expense fund as their only 
means of participating in it. The Baptists of 
the host city are providing entertainment for 
most of the delegates. 

Mrs. Akiko Matsumura of Tokyo, the confer- 
ence chairman, will reach Hong Kong a month 
in advance of the conference, to work with local 
committees for a perfectly planned program. The 
theme is “The Lordship of Christ—Its Relevance 
and Challenge.” The evening messages will be 
on the Lordship of Christ in pagan communities, 
in our homes, in our churches, among the nations, 
and in our personal lives. The daily program 
will consist of morning watch from 7:15 to 7:45; 
breakfast at eight o’clock; Bible study in three 
simultaneous group meetings, 9:00 to 9:50, fol- 
lowed by discussion, 10:00 to 11:20. During 
assembly from 11:30 until 12:30 the various 
countries will be presented. Afternoon hours are 
reserved for rest, recreation, and fellowship. Fol- 
lowing dinner at 6:30, the evening session will 
consist of testimonies and inspirational addresses. 

Representatives are now expected from Ceylon, 
India, Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Korea, Taiwan, Japan and Hong 
Kong. 

Speaking at the conference will be John Clifford 
of Burma, Dr. David Ahn of Korea, the Rev. A. B. 
Masilamoni of India; Dr. Lam Chi-Fung and 
James Mau of Hong Kong; Dr. Theodore F. 
Adams and Robert S. Denny of the U.S.A. The 
Bible study leaders are Dr. W. Maxfield Garrott 
of Japan, the Rev. Willie Wickramasinghe of Cey- 
lon, and Dr. Chow Lien-Hau of Taiwan. 

Discussion leaders already selected are: Mike 
Chiew of Korea, Eric Perere of Ceylon, the Rev. 
Ross Coggins of Indonesia, Dr. Y. K. Chang of 
Taiwan, the Rev. B. R. Moses of India, the Rev. 
Seiji Akiba of Japan, Mr. Masilamoni, Miss 
Theresa Anderson of the Philippines, and Mr. 
Clifford. 








Record Summer Expected by Japan Baptists 


The Amagi Baptist Assembly located on a pen- 
insula southeast of Tokyo, with its third major 
building recently completed, expects to entertain 
13,000 Baptists this summer. The registrations 
in 1955 reached 9,000. The Assembly is host to 
the women’s convention, the Japan Baptist Con- 
vention, young people’s meetings, student meet- 
ings, and the annual mission meeting of the 
foreign missionaries resident in Japan. 

An expanded religious education program 
through the churches is anticipated as a result 
of conferences conducted by Dr. W. L. Howse 
of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 
and Andrew Q. Allen, Sunday school secretary 
of Texas. Teacher training manuals and Sunday 
school promotional pamphlets are being planned, 
to supplement the excellent Sunday school litera- 
ture already being produced. 


Taiwan (Formosa) was recently surveyed by the 
Taiwan Missionary Fellowship. Results showed 
a total of 444 Protestant missionaries, with Bap- 
tists having the largest group, 75. 


Church World Service director in Hong Kong 
is Dr. Kenneth Hobart, who with Mrs. Hobart 
arrived in Kowloon April 21 for his new assign- 
ment. Dr. Hobart was formerly professor of mis- 
sions at Berkeley Baptist Divinity School, Calli- 


Australasia 


Meet a BWA Vice President 


Lawrence A. North of 
Wellington, New Zealand, 
was born of missionary 
parents in East Bengal, 
India, the grandson of the 
Rev. Alfred North who 
immigrated to New Zea- 
land from England in 
1882. Lawrence was edu- 
cated in New Zealand. He 
was trained for the prac- 
tice of law and qualified 
for that profession before 
entering the ministry. He 
has been pastor of the 
Oxford Terrace Church, and of the Central 
Church, Wellington. In 1955 he was appointed 
general secretary of the Baptist Union of New 
Zealand and the New Zealand Baptist Missionary 
Society. He was president of the Union 1951-52. 
His wife is the former Frances Merrington of 
Dunedin; they have four children, the oldest 
being a teacher in Darjeeling, India. Dr. North 
addressed the BWA Youth Congress in Zurich, 
1937, and gave the keynote address at the Jubilee 
Congress, London, 1955. 

















Baptist women of Australia and New Zealanj 
will soon organize a continental union within the 
framework of the Baptist World Alliance. Mr 
A. C. Church is continental chairman. 














§ 
Two American Baptist leaders are conducting} | 
an “Across the Globe with the Gospel” campaign} f 
in Australia. Dr. C. Oscar Johnson, the preacher, 
and Dr. Elbert E. Gates, Jr., the singer, arrived} f 
in late May and plan to conclude their visit} ¢ 
September 7, with the triennial assembly of the} F 
Baptist Union at Hobart, Tasmania. I 
Church administration among Australian Bap. 





tists has been given new emphasis as a result of 
a series of lectures at Sydney and Newcastle 
April 29 to May 5. Dr. W. L. Howse of Nashville, 
Tennessee, U.S.A., was the visiting lecturer, rep. 
resenting the Baptist Sunday School Board. 


Europe 


German Baptists Give for Korean Relief 


The Baptists of Germany contributed $1,145 in 
May for relief work in Korea through the Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, Richmond, Virginia. 

Dr. Josef Nordenhaug of Ruschlikon/Zurich, 
Switzerland, forwarded the check, stating, “As 
far as I know this is the first gift from Germany 
for our worldwide work. It is of especial signif- 
cance to us to know that Germany, where we have 
been helping in such a large measure, is now in 
position to think of others and help where there 
is need elsewhere in the world.” 

The gift arrived a few hours after the Relief 
Committee of the Southern Convention had an- 
nounced that it was unable, for lack of funds, 
to respond to several appeals from destitute areas. 













British Baptists Deal with Race “Problem” 


The arrival in the British Isles of a large num- 
ber of dark-skinned men and women from the 
West Indies, South Asia and Africa in recent 
years is the basis of an appeal of the Baptist 
Missionary Society and the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain through The Baptist Times. 

“The denomination of John Clifford, C. H. 
Spurgeon and J. H. Shakespeare cannot disregard 
their presence, turn away from their needs and 
simply leave them to others,” the two secretaries 
declare. “Nor can the B.M.S. stand aloof, though 
by Constitution its work lies ‘beyond the British 
Isles.’ ” 

Birmingham, England, was the first to make | 
plans for housing colored residents, and Baptists 
were among the leaders in the organization of 
the Birmingham Friendship Housing Association. 
The two Baptist agencies contributed £250 each 
to the association. They urge British Baptists 
to reimburse them, and contribute to a similar | 
project elsewhere. 
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Spurgeon’s College Observes Centenary 


One hundred years of service to God in training 
enthusiastic evangelists was commemorated by 
Spurgeon’s College, London, July 2-5, with special 
lectures and discussions, and the laying of the 
foundation stones of a new chapel. 

Dr. Adam Burnett of Edinburgh and Dr. John 
Pitts of the U.S.A. were chief speakers, with 
greetings from the Baptist World Alliance, the 
Baptist Union, and the Baptist Missionary Society. 
It is reported that approximately a third of the 
graduates of the college have ministered overseas. 
A special evangelistic effort in the form of 88 
local campaigns will mark the centennial year. 

Spurgeon’s pulpit Bible, a large volume pub- 
lished in 1827 which has changed owners several 
times since his death, was given to the college at 
the celebration by William Jewell College, Liberty, 
Missouri, U.S.A. 


Two Russian Baptists were among the eight 
preachers from the U.S.S.R. who visited the 
U.S.A. for twelve days in early June as guests of 
the National Council of Churches. They were 
the Rev. Alexei Leonidovitsch Andreev, a vice- 
president of the All-Union Council of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists, and the Rev. Alexei Nicolae- 
vitsch Karpov, a pastor of the Moscow Baptist 
Church. 


Swedish Baptist leader and BWA Executive 
Committeeman Dr. Gunnar Westin, is to be visit- 
ing professor of Church History at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, U.S.A., 1956-57. He is a member of the 
faculty at University of Uppsala, Sweden. 


British Baptists’ youth magazine, The Quest, 
has been redesigned for more appeal to young 
readers. Published by the Baptist Missionary 
Society, it is to be 32 pages per issue, and sixpence 
a year. 


Denmark’s first part-time secretary for Baptist 
women’s work, Miss Anna Valbak Andersen, re- 
turns to her post of duty there this summer after 
two years’ study in the Baptist Missionary 7'rain- 
ing School in Chicago. 


40th anniversary of the Norwegian Baptist 
Women’s League is being celebrated July 11. 
Mrs. Rachel Iversen, traveling secretary, has re- 
cently visited women’s groups in northern Norway. 


latin America 


Latin America Women Meet in Santiago 


With Mrs. George R. Martin, BWA Women’s 
Department chairman, and Mrs. Edgar Bates, 
Women’s Department treasurer as honor guests, 
the Baptist women of Latin America meet in 
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Santiago, Chile, July 24-30. Known by the initials 
U.F.B.A.L., the organization of Baptist women of 
the continent took place three years ago when they 
met in three divisions. Mrs. Ester da Silva Diaz 
of Rio de Janeiro is the chairman. 

The two BWA leaders from North America 
visited West Africa en route to the Latin American 
meeting, immediately after the American and 
Southern Baptist women’s annual meetings in the 
United States. 


Chileans Aware of Worldwide Fellowship 


The decision of the Chilean Baptist Convention 
in annual session in January to increase its con- 
tribution to the Baptist World Alliance from one 
to two per cent of the Cooperative Program re- 
ceipts reflects a growing sense of responsibility 
for worldwide fellowship. The members voted to 
make evangelism the emphasis for the year. They 
represent 59 churches with a total membership of 
6,406, served by 29 national and four missionary 
pastors. At the convention three new pastors, 
recent graduates of the Baptist Seminary, San- 
tiago, were welcomed into service. 

“An increased awareness of the importance of 
good music in the churches was observed,” ac- 
cording to Correspondent J. Frank Mitchell. “The 
Board of Christian Education was broadened to 
include a Department of Music.” 

BWA Vice-President Honorio Espinoza of San- 
tiago was re-elected president. 


West Cuban Baptists contributed $500 on Bible 
Sunday last year, it was reported at the 52nd 
annual convention, held at Santa Clara in April. 
The secretary, the Rev. A. E. Corugedo of Matan- 
zas, reported 8,100 members in the Baptist 
churches in that half of the island. 


Venezuela has an English-speaking Baptist con- 
gregation at Maracaibo. Faith Baptist Church 
was organized with 20 charter members, and plans 
to call its first pastor soon. The church consists 
chiefly of Baptists from the Southern region of 
the U.S.A., some of the 35,000 North American 
citizens now living and working in that country. 


North America 


Billy Graham Goes to New York Next May 


On or about May 12, 1957, Evangelist Billy 
Graham will begin his crusade in the city of 
New York. It will last eight weeks or longer. 
His plans were announced at a breakfast where 
850 Protestant pastors and laymen gathered to 
honor the young Baptist preacher. 

Three British preachers who helped him in 
London will assist in New York: Tom Allen of 
the Tell Scotland Movement, Joe Blisco, of the 





Methodist Church of Great Britain, and John 
Stott, Anglican minister of the Church of All 
Souls in London. Chairman of the New York 
Crusade Committee is George Champion, vice- 
president of the Chase National Bank, with Cleve- 
land E. Dodge, president of Phelps Dodge Cor- 
poration as vice-chairman. Mr. Graham said that 
between 5,000 and 10,000 people, including 2,000 
counselors and 4,000 choir members, will be en- 
listed in the campaign. 

A Russian visit by the evangelist is not likely, 
according to the Russian Baptist leader, Dr. Jakov 
Zhidkov. When asked in San Francisco at a press 
conference whether the Russian Baptists would 
invite Billy Graham to the U.S.S.R., the leader of 
the delegation said he had discussed it with Dr. 
Graham in London but no decision was made. 
The obstacles to such a visit are almost insur- 
mountable, he stated. 

“The athletic fields are in the hands of labor 
unions,” declared Dr. Zhidkov. “It would take 
years to get arrangements made for their use.” 

Following a highly successful crusade in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, the Graham team conducted a 
month-long campaign in Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa, where 15,000 filled the state fair grounds 
stadium for the opening rally. The final rally 
brought 50,000 persons to Oklahoma University’s 
football stadium. Total decisions for Christ num- 
bered 7,148. 

A special Indian Day service during this crusade 
was held June 23. With a thousand-voice Indian 
choir, and Indian tribal chiefs in full regalia 
seated on the platform, Billy Graham cited the 
characteristics of Indians as “loyalty, courage, 
strength, vigilance, and faith.” He warned that 
these do not bring salvation. 

The evangelist was honored by the chiefs of 
the 4,000 Oklahoma Indians with a special cere- 
mony naming him “Chief God’s Great Inter- 
preter.” 

Meanwhile the July issue of Christian Life, a 
monthly interdenominational Protestant magazine 
now available on the newsstands, is featuring the 
first installment of “Billy Graham’s Personal 
Diary.” This 30,000-word diary, to be published 
in five parts, includes the story of his recent 
round-the-world trip. 


National Council of American Baptist Women 
observed its fifth anniversary in June. The women 
of the American Convention were reorganized in 


1951. 


Baylor University’s new executive vice-president 
is Dr. Paul F. Geren, a 1936 graduate, former 
economics teacher at Judson College, University 
of Rangoon, and since 1947 member of the United 
States Foreign Service with assignments in India 
and Jordan. He is a graduate of Louisiana State 
University and of Harvard University. 


Veteran Women’s Leader 


Nannie Helen Bur. 

roughs of Washington, 

D. C., the only survivor 

among the speakers at the 

first Baptist world con- 

gress, 1905, was born at 

Orange, Virginia, the 

daughter of a Baptist 

preacher. She has been a 

resident of Washington 

since the age of five, ex. 

cept for eight years. She 

attended Miss Rorer’s 

School of Domestic Science, Philadelphia, follow- 

ing graduation from high school and_ business 

institute, then took a job as reporter for the 

Christian Banner of Philadelphia. After that 

she was bookkeeper and editorial assistant for 

the Foreign Mission Board, National Baptist Con- 

vention, U.S.A., Inc., Louisville, Kentucky. In 

1909 she founded the National Training School 

for Women and Girls at Lincoln Heights, Wash- 

ington, of which she is still president. She served 

as executive secretary of the Women’s Convention, 

Auxiliary to the National Convention, from 1900 

to 1949 when she was elected president. She 

launched The Worker, quarterly for the Woman’s 

Convention, and led in the purchase and dedica- 

tion of a retreat for foreign missionaries at 1022 

Maryland Avenue, North East, Washington. Shaw 

University conferred upon Miss Burroughs the 

doctor of philosophy degree. She has been a 

member of the BWA Women’s Committee since 

1950 and has attended four of the nine congresses. 

Dr. Burroughs is a member of the BWA Execu- 
tive Committee. 


American Baptists Hold 49th Meeting 


At Seattle, Washington, the American Baptist 
Convention in annual session heard Dr. Duke K. 
McCall of the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary appeal for a North American Baptist fellow- 
ship “which would bind together the leaders and 
the people of our 28 Baptist bodies on_ this 
continent.” 

He said that through it “channels of communi- 
cation would be opened and our differences would 
be ultimately dissolved by goodwill and friendship 
activated by the truth of God’s revelation.” 

A reorganization plan for the American Baptist 
Convention was adopted to eliminate duplication 
of activities and authority. A unified budget of 
$8,764,527 was also adopted. The Sunday school 
enrolment for the Convention now exceeds the 
million mark for the first time in 14 years, it was 
reported. 

Dr. Harry L. Dillin, president of Linfield Col- 
lege, McMinnville, Oregon, was elected president, 
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to succeed Frank A. Nelson, a businessman. Miss 
Marguerite Hazzard, Pelham, New York, was 
elected first vice-president, and the Rev. Jitsuo 
Morikawa of Chicago second vice-president. 

Five national “Youth Internes”’—young Baptist 
leaders who give a year of service at a subsistence 
salary of $10 a week—were announced to help 
local churches with their youth programs. 

Dr. Richard Hoiland succeeds Dr. Luther Wes- 
ley Smith as executive secretary of the Publica- 
tion Society. 

Canadian Baptists Elect Woman President 


The first woman ever to be named president of 
the Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec 
is Mrs. Ivan C. Milne of Ottawa, elected at the 
68th annual assembly in Brantford, Ontario. The 
1957 meeting will be held in Ottawa’s First Bap- 
tist Church, on the occasion of its 100th anniver- 
sary. This Convention is one of three units of the 
Baptist Federation of Canada. 


Bahama Baptists Graduate Thirteen 


The first graduating class of the Bahamas Bap- 
tist Bible Institute—eleven men and two women 
—were awarded diplomas in services at the Pil- 
grim Baptist Church, Nassau, in May. Dr. and 
Mrs. John Mein, who started the institute in 1953 
in a rented home, are unofficial advisers to the 
Baptists of the Bahamas. They have retired from 
missionary service in North Brazil. 

“When we arrived in the Bahamas,” Mrs. Mein 
reports, “only four or five men among the member- 
ship of 200 Baptist churches had had any school- 
ing beyond the primary grades.” 

A pastor of an out-island church, after his 
second year in the institute, reported, “A new day 
has dawned for our church. I baptized three, 
the first baptisms in ten years.” 

Last year the student body was 50, with 15 
different churches represented. 


Mrs. Mathis Becomes W.M.U. President 


Mrs. Robert Lee Mathis of Waco, Texas, was 
elected president of Woman’s Missionary Union, 
auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention, 
U.S.A., at annual meeting in Kansas City. She 
succeeds the BWA Executive Committeewoman, 
and Women’s Department Chairman, Mrs. George 
R. Martin, who served as Southern Baptist W.M.U. 
president ten years. 

Out of appreciation for Mrs. Martin, the W.M.U. 
voted to build a $40,000 memorial chapel in her 
name at the Baptist Seminary, Ruschlikon, Swit- 
zerland. 

Mrs. Mathis, a widow with a married daughter, 
was born and educated in Texas. She has served 
as state W.M.U. young people’s secretary, and 
more recently as state W.M.U. executive secretary- 
treasurer. After her resignation as secretary she 
was elected president and served the organization 
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for six years. She is now director of Baylor 
University’s student union building. 

Executive Secretary Alma Hunt reported a total 
membership of 1,345,153 for 1954-55, in the 3,464 
women’s organizations of the Convention. 

BWA Vice-President Mrs. Edgar Bates of Can- 
ada made a plea tothe Convention to recognize 
the talents of women in the mission field. These 
are “listening, intuition, patient persistence, self- 
effacement, determination and nurturing,” gifts 
which should be given the opportunity to function 
in the missionary enterprise. “Make women full 
partners in our undertaking,” Mrs. Bates urged. 
“Acquaint them with the complete program, give 
them a sense of being needed in the co-operative 
efforts of their churches.” The contributions of 
women were too often confined, she said, to pre- 
paring church suppers and sewing for the needy. 

The missionary training school, founded and 
largely maintained by the women’s organization, 
will be transferred to Southern Baptist Convention 
ownership and operational control. It is the 
Carver School of Missions and Social Work, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 


Vocational guidance is a new emphasis of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, to aid young Bap- 
tists thirteen to eighteen years of age to choose 
careers of Christian service in both religious 
and secular fields. It was reported that 3,477 
staff members are needed in religious education 
and church music, and 923 congregations are 
looking for church secretaries. A publication for 
teenagers “Southern Baptist Career News” will 
be launched in October. 


Radio Jamaica is offering a series of programs 
on the Christian faith as represented in its area, 
the number of broadcasts available to each group 
depending upon its numerical strength. Baptists 
being the largest number in Jamaica, ministers of 
the Baptist Missionary Society are speaking in the 
first four broadcasts. 


Norwegian-American Baptists, who formed a 
conference of churches in 1910 to minister “tem- 
porarily” to immigrants, voted in June to dissolve 
the body, which now consists of only 14 churches, 
and affiliate with the American Baptist Conven- 
tion. At one time it had congregations in 16 
states and Canada. 


MeMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Can- 
ada, founded in the 1830’s as a Baptist institution, 
chiefly to train ministers, will now be under the 
control of a nondenominational board. The Bap- 
tist Convention of Ontario and Quebec voted at 
its annual meeting to retain control of the divinity 
school of McMaster. 


Danish-American Baptists are observing the 
centennial of the beginnings of mission work in 
the United States, this year. 





Music Emphasis Among Baptists on Guam 


Missionary Bennie Hodge, serving under the 
General Association of General Baptists with 
headquarters at Popular Bluff, Missouri, writes 
from Agana, Guam, of his unusual choir. 

“We have two young people from Palau, a girl 
from China and two Stateside young people, 
and of course several Guamanian young people, 
all singing in the choir. They sang for the 
Youth for Christ meeting here in Agana. 

“We have changed our youth meetings from 
Saturday night to Friday, for the benefit of 
the churches whose groups have so far to drive 
that the Sunday services suffer. We now have a 
piano for our Talofofo church and have moved 
the small organ to the Inarajan Mission. I 
have built a ping-pong table for the boys to 
use, and it is doing wonders. Every day I have 
from ten to fifteen boys, all of them unsaved, 
none of whom would dare go into the church- to 
hear me preach, playing together here in the 
church annex. It is a good evangelistic oppor- 
tunity.” 


The Negro American who led the passive re- 
sistance movement by boycotting bus service in 
Montgomery, Alabama, is a third-generation Bap- 
tist minister. He is Martin Luther King, 27- 
year-old pastor of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, 
graduate of Morehouse College in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, and Crozer Theological Seminary, Chester, 
Pennsylvania—two American Baptist institutions. 


BWA Committeeman R. Paul Caudill of Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, U.S.A., left New York June 18 
to visit Finland for the 100th anniversary of the 
Finnish Baptist Union. He was scheduled to visit 
Moscow June 25, and continue for a six-day tour 
of Leningrad, Rostov, Voronezh, and Kharkov, 
returning to the United States by way of Africa. 


Twenty-two Negro missionaries have been com- 
missioned by the American Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Societies, New York City, in their long his- 
tory. The first were the Rev. and Mrs. Lott Carey, 
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Know Your Youth Committee 


James E. Managhan of 
Toronto, Canada, secre. 
tary of the Baptist Young 
People’s Union for the 
Baptist Convention of On. 
tario and Quebec, is a 
native of Windsor, On. 
tario. He was educated 
in the public schools of 
Windsor, studying ac. 
counting, export sales 
work, and personnel man. 
agement. 

Jim was converted at twenty-two years of age, 
and entered into every phase of church life, 
eventually being elected president of the Associa- 
tion B.Y.P.U. He attended the BWA Congress 
at Cleveland, and in 1951 the Baptist Summer 
Assembly, Ridgecrest, North Carolina, U.S.A. He 
was secretary of the young people’s work for his 
Baptist Convention from June, 1952, until June, 
1956 and represented that body at the Jubilee 
Congress, 1955, where he was elected a member 
of the Youth Committee. In September, 1956, 
he will enter McMaster University to study for 
the Christian ministry. Mrs. Managhan was for- 
merly Miss Kathryn Thornton of Kingsville, On- 
tario, a registered nurse. 


A Negro-American has resigned the presidency 
of the American Baptist (Negro) Seminary at 
Nashville, Tennessee, after twelve years’ service 
to re-enter the pastorate. Ralph W. Riley will 
be succeeded by Victor T. Glass, professor of 
New Testament and Christian Ethics since 1946— 
the first white man ever to head that institution, 
jointly supported by the National Baptist Con- 
vention, U.S.A., Inc., and the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 


Former Philippine missionary, Rev. James L. 
Sprigg, is the new area secretary for Belgian 
Congo and Europe, serving the American Bap- 
tist Foreign Mission Societies. Mr and Mrs. 
Sprigg are graduates of Ottawa (Kansas) Univer- 
sity, and did graduate work at Berkeley Baptist 
Divinity School, University of California, and the 
University of Edinburgh. 


Most useful book recently to come from Broad- 
man Press is The Baptist Deacon by Robert E. 
Naylor, available for $1.75 from all Southern 
Baptist book stores. In its first month it sold 
5,000 copies. 


Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg of St. Louis, Missouri, 
has had a three-weeks mission to Israel under 
auspices of the American-Israel Society. He is 
pastor of the Delmar Baptist Church, a former 
president of the American Baptist Convention, 
and a former BWA Executive Committeeman. 





